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THE ASSURANCE OF SALVATION
INTRODUCTION

HELL, DO YOU FEAR IT? SHOULD YOU FEAR IT?
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The believer in Christ ought to the answer, “HELL NO!” 
     Unfortunately, there are many who stand in the pulpit today and proclaim that the fear of Hell is an essential motivator for the even believer in Christ to keep him saved. But the Word of God says,

“whoever believes in the Son, will not perish, but has eternal life”, “and he who believes in Him will not be judged…” (John 3:16, 18a)
“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.” (John 5:24)

     I’m not going to try and scare the “HELL” out you, with the horrors of fire and brimstone, but I am going to attempt to scare the fear out of “HELL” with the promise of eternal life from the Lord of Life, He alone provides the assurance of salvation.

Question: “How do you know for certain you’re saved?” -- Is it or is it not the same question, “How are you saved?” – And how are you saved?

Answer: “Faith Alone in Christ Alone, Plus Not One Thing.”
     The answer is the same, “You are saved by faith alone” and “You know you’re saved by faith alone”, only then, is full assurance possible.

     However, many say that full assurance of salvation is not possible in this life, and that complete certainty is a heresy and detrimental to the Christian.  We live in “An Age of Uncertainty” and Skepticism rules the day –

“The only thing that is certain is uncertainty”.

     Uncertainty permeates our culture and Christian thinking. Many or most Christians are not sure of where they are going. They don’t believe full assurance is even possible. 
     But FEAR NOT! The full assurance of eternal salvation is possible. HEAVENS YES!
WDJS - What Did Jesus Say? 
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THE ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

How to Know for Certain You’re Saved

I. Laying the Foundation of Assurance – “How to Know For Certain You’re Saved”
A. The Definition of Assurance - Certainty, Confidence, and Freedom from Doubt

What is the doctrine of assurance? [In fact, it can only be called a doctrine/teaching only if it is found in the Scriptures.]
1. Bible Dictionary Definition of Assurance
Bakers Dictionary of Theology
“The doctrine that those who are truly saved may know without a doubt that they are saved.”
 

International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia

“It signifies the joyous, unwavering confidence of an intelligent faith; the security of a fearless trust.”

Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary
“The state of being assured; freedom from doubt and uncertainty. As a theological concept, assurance is one of the richest doctrines of the Bible.” “It refers to the believer's full confidence and conviction that the penalty of his sins has been paid and that heaven has been secured as his eternal destiny by Christ's death and resurrection.”

2. Biblical Definition of Assurance
Assurance means: to be “fully convinced” or “totally / completely persuaded”. The NT word generally translated “assurance” is the Greek word “ / plerophoreo”.

“plerophoreo” is used in such passages as Romans 4:21; 14:5; 1 Thessalonians 1:5; Colossians 2:2; Hebrews 6:11; 10:22.

Romans 4:21

“and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to perform.”
Romans 14:5

“One person regards one day above another, another regards every day alike. Each person must be fully convinced in his own mind.”

1 Thessalonians 1:5

“for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction...”

Colossians 2:2-3

“…attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”

Hebrews 6:11
“we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end,”

Hebrews 10:19-22

“Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way… and since we have a great priest.., let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.”
Note: If we do not have full assurance we will have no desire to draw near to a God of judgment, no more than we would draw near to a hot ragging fire. Our natural response is to retreat, to back away. The full assurance of faith allows us to draw near to God.
B. The Source of Assurance – God’s Word - Certainty Comes from God’s Word.

John 3:16
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“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life”

“He who believes in Him is not judged....” (3:18)

“He who believes in the Son has eternal life…” (3:36)

Acts 16:31

The Philippian jailor asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?  Paul and Silas said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.”

Romans 4:5

“But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness,”

Ephesians 2:8-9

“For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.”

Robert Wilken, president of Grace Evangelical Society, says
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     “To be certain, you need an objective standard. And there is one – the black and white promises of God to all who simply believe in Jesus. He assured, “He who believes in Me has everlasting life” (John 6:47). Do you believe in Jesus? If your answer is yes, then Jesus claims in this verse that you have everlasting life. Right?

     Now if you respond, “Well, I believe in Jesus, but I’m not sure whether or not I have everlasting life,” then you clearly don’t believe what Jesus said in John 6:47. If it is true, then it applies to everyone who believes in Jesus, even you.”

C. The Expression of Assurance – Biblical Promises

     Assurance is the idea that all who believe in Jesus’ promise of eternal life are eternally secure. This is the promise of the gospel from the lips of Jesus,
John 6:35, 47
“I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.”… “He who believes in Me has eternal life.”
John 10:9, 28-29

“I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.”… “I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.”
John 11:25-27

“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this? She said to Him, "Yes, [and the reason why she believed] Lord; I have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the world."
John 20:30-31
 “Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.”
1 John 2:25

“This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life.”
Question: What do we believe in Jesus for?

Answer: We “…believe in Him for eternal life.” (1 Timothy 1:16)
D. The Basis of Assurance – Our Present Faith

Assurance is based on what we believe right now, not on what we believed in the past. “We can have assurance now only if we believe the promise of God now.”

You can be saved, and you can know you’re saved for sure.
     On the other hand, the basis of salvation is our past faith - Our eternal salvation is based on a past act of faith in Christ’s promise of eternal life with a never-ending result. There is a difference.
“Assurance means that the Christian not only possesses salvation, but that he also knows what he possesses - he is assured of this salvation.”

1 John 5:12-13

“He who has the Son has the life… These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.”
2 Timothy 1:12
“I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.”
You can be saved and yet not be sure of your salvation.
     You can doubt your salvation and yet still be saved. Why? For your salvation is not based on a constant present faith. Many would dispute this, but even when we are faithless He remains faithful to His promise. 
     “As long as we continue to believe in Him, we will continue to be certain we have eternal life.” As soon as we stop believing in Him doubt then creeps in and we lose our assurance. But even “if a believer loses his grip on the promise of everlasting life, he remains eternally secure. God never loses His grasp of anyone who comes to faith in Jesus (John 10:28-30).”

Your salvation can never be lost, but your assurance can be lost.

“We can have assurance now only if we believe the promise of God now. Even if we believed His promise in the past, if we no longer believe it, then we aren’t saved because the only way to have assurance is to believe the promise now.
     Of course loss of certainty doesn’t mean loss of eternal life. Eternal life is eternal. Once we believe in Jesus for eternal life, we are secure forever, even if we later lose assurance.”

“Assurance is based not on what you did or even believed in the past. It’s based on what you believe right now. So look to Jesus and His promise of eternal life to all who simply believe in Him and you will remain sure you have eternal life. It’s that simple.”
Rejoice In Your Assurance

     The assurance of salvation is a doctrine found in the Scriptures, though many doubt whether full and total assurance can ever be obtain in this life. To those who believe that full assurance is possible, great joy and a thankful heart will follow.
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THE ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

The Results of Knowing You’re Saved 

II. Building on the Foundation of Assurance – Living with the Promise of Eternal Life
A. Walking in Assurance – Following Jesus

1. Walking in True Gratitude – Being Joyful

     An assured disciple is a grateful disciple. Unless you’re certain of your salvation you cannot be a grateful disciple.

2. Walking in Understand 

     If you misinterpret passages that speak of temporal judgment and then apply them as speaking to eternal punishment then you will not be an assured disciple. Many take every warning in the Bible as concerning hell or every salvation as concerning heaven.

Example: Passages that speak about only those who endure until the end will be [eternally] saved (MT. 24:13); “the soul the sins will die”; The warnings in Hebrews – “it’s a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God”; Sayings in 1 John are concerning tests for determining who is a true believer (1 John 2:4-5,9,15; 4:8.)
3. Walking in the Truth

     Only by walking in the truth will the assured disciple be set free from the power of sin (John 8:31-32). An assured disciple focuses on the Word. An un-assured disciple focuses on the Law and his own works. The doubting disciple becomes a legalist who seeks to gain confidence that he will make it into the heavenly kingdom by focusing on God’s commandments and his own works (Luke 18:9-14). They emphasize deeds over creeds - doing over being. Yet legalism does not produce true righteousness and it certainly does not produce assurance.

4. Walking in Love

     An assured disciple knows God loves him unconditionally. It’s necessary for a human child to know that his parents love him unconditionally in order to develop into a mature and healthy adult. It is even more imperative for the believer to know that he is unconditionally a member of God’s family. Only with such knowledge is he able to properly grow and mature into the image of Jesus Christ. He will also grow in his love for God.

B.  Walking with a Gait – The Greatest Source of Joy

Being over Doing - An assured disciple receives his greatest joy just from knowing he is eternally secure. 

“The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name." And He said to them, "I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning. Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you. Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven." (Luke 10:17-20)

All of our accomplishments have eternal significance only if we know ourselves to be eternally secure. 

C. Walking with the Power of Gratitude – The Underrated Motivator

1. Love Over Fear - 

The Main Argument Against Assurance - If the doctrine of full assurance is true then believers will think, “I can do whatever I want and still get in”. Many people fear full assurance will lead to uncontrollable perversions. Therefore, it is irresponsible to teach a doctrine that would lead to a life of ungodliness.
The Main Argument for the Insecure - Uncertainty, fear and doubt is the motivator that will keep them from falling into uncontainable sin.

Martin Luther - “For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “But the just shall live by faith”. (Rom 1:17) Luther lived a life of fear. He lived in fear of the righteous judgment of God. He hated God…
2. His Love Over Our Love –

“We love Him because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19) 

     We are not saved for making promises to love God, but by His loving promise to give eternal life to all who believe in Him.

     We are motivated to love Christ and serve Him out of the certainty of His love for us and by the certainty we are eternally secure.

D. Walking with Our Eyes Fixed on the Goal – Earning Eternal Rewards

1. Eternal Life vs. Eternal Rewards - An Assured Disciple can Accomplish More for Christ.

“Combining gratitude with a desire to please God and earn eternal rewards produces a heightened longing for eternal significance and increased opportunity to serve the King.”
 
     An assured disciple can accomplish more because he is putting his faith to work, rather than working to prove his faith. The fear of hell eliminates someone from ever thinking about rewards. The person who fears hell is so concerned about just getting into heaven and has no energy left to consider rewards. To him, just getting there is the reward. They also interpret eternal rewards passages as dealing with kingdom entrance.

     According to “Lordship Salvation” only those who persevere in faith and good works get in. And no one knows if they will persevere until the get there. 

     According to “Free Grace” all who persevere are rewarded, perseverance is a requirement for an award, not kingdom entrance.
2. Misinterpretation of Eternal Rewards Passages - Rewards passages that are misunderstood as teaching that one must persevere in order to enter the kingdom.

1 Corinthians 9:24-27

“Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win. Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air; but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified.”
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     Paul’s point is that having Christ approval requires perseverance. Disqualified means disapproval. Paul feared disapproval, not hell. The same word is used in,

2 Timothy 2:15 – 
“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.”
2 Timothy 2:12

“If we endure, we will also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us;”
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“Ruling with Christ is a reward for work will done, not something all believers are guaranteed in the kingdom.”
 

1 John 2:28

“Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.”

     There is a “day of judgment” ahead for every child of God (1 John 4:17) called “the Bema seat” (2 Corinthians 5:9-10). There will be shame for those who did not serve Christ faithfully. No believer needs to fear being accepted only disapproval.

E. Walking with Assurance in Evangelism – Standard Equipment

1. Evangelism and Assurance Together - A person must be fully persuaded that Jesus can give him the eternal life that He promises. 
2. Consequences of Separation - The gospel may not be made clear until (and if) follow up occurs.
3. Three Essential – 1) Believing, 2) in Jesus, 3) for eternal life.

4. How to Know You’re Proclaiming the True Gospel - Do people react the same way they react to Paul’s gospel? Do they scream antinomianism?
     By continuing to believe in the promise of the Son of God, who cannot lie, to give eternal life freely to all who believe in Him will be an assured disciple. Only then, will the assured disciple walk with true gratitude and understanding, in the truth and in love. The assured disciple’s greatest source of joy is knowing He is saved. His life is motivation by the power of gratitude and with his eyes fixed on the goal, earning eternal rewards. Lastly, the assured disciple has confidence in evangelism.
PART III
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THE ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

Dealing with Doubt, Doubters and Deniers

III. Protecting the Foundation and Structure of Assurance – A Rebuttal to Detractors of Full Assurance
A. Will the Real Christian Please Stand Up! – Dealing with False Professors
1. False Professors, Who are they?

a. “Easy Believers” – This term or “Easy Believism” is a term of derision given by the opponents of the “Free Grace Gospel”. It includes anyone who “says” that all you have to do is intellectually believe in Jesus. Opponents say, “faith alone in Christ alone is easy to profess”. It is easy to say, “I believe.” They say, believers of the “Free Grace Gospel” are only “professors of the faith”, because they do not require believers to be doers of the Word in order to be saved. Thus, they are “false professors”, not true believers. “Easy Believers” proclaim a false gospel, and offer “cheap grace”, another term of derision.
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     The “Free Grace Gospel” does not teach that it is “easy” to believe, but that it is “simple” to understand. In fact, without the conviction of the Holy Spirit, and the call of the Son, and the drawing of the Father it is impossible to believe. The “Free Grace Gospel” does not say that grace is “cheap”, but that it is “free”!
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b. “Hard Believers” – Simple faith in Christ is not enough, something more is needed in order to be eternally saved. There is, “Believing” [Easy Believism] and then there is “Really Believing”, which includes believing “and” commitment, “and” repentance [turning from sin] “and” being doers of the Word, among other things. “Hard Believism”
 better known as “Lordship Salvation” says salvation is hard and difficult. The would-be believer is told to count the cost (Luke 14:28). Faith toward God must be accompanied by a turning from sin and a commitment to following Christ. They not only profess to believe, they also must display their belief in Christ by obedience. “Hard Believers” say, they are the real or true believers. However, they say they believe in faith alone, but really don’t. They are false professors of faith alone. 
c. Convenient Christians – People who say with their lips that they believe in Christ in order to gain social acceptance or financial gain, but in their own minds know that they do not believe. 

2. True Believers - Who Are They?
     True believers are those who have believed in the “Free Grace Gospel” and have received eternal life. Their one time momentary act of believing in Christ seals them as a child of God forever (John 1:12). They are also justified [declared righteous before God] regenerated, indwelt, baptized, and sanctified by the Holy Spirit. True believers may,
· Not always profess their faith in Christ publicly (John 19:38).
· Even deny their identification with Jesus, Peter (Mark 14:66-72).
· Fail to exhibit faith in God, Moses (Numbers 20:9-12).
· Commit acts of immorality (1 Corinthian 5:1-2; Colossians 3:5-10) and participate in idolatry (Revelation 2:20).
· Tolerate false doctrine (Revelation 2:14-15)

· A true believer’s faith may become a dead faith, an inactive faith (James 2:17, 26).
     Regardless of all of this, they still possess everlasting life and are eternally saved. These disobedient believers must repent of their sin of disbelief and disobedience or else face the “wrath” of God temporal judgment of God (Revelation 2:5, 16, 22; 3:3, 19; Hebrews 10:26-31). Disobedient believers are most likely not assured of their salvation, and are to be distinguished from a true disciple of Christ.
3. Believers and True Disciples

     They are those who have believed in the “Free Grace Gospel” and have received eternal life. They are also those who continue, remain, or persevere in Christ Word and discover the truth which makes them free (John 8:31) A disciple of Christ has a faith that is alive and active. Their life or service for Christ produces fruit with varying degree. They are fully assured of their salvation and profess Christ openly.

     Wilkin states that, “The Only valid litmus test for determining who is a false professor is whether or not a person believes in justification by faith alone.”

B. Why Not Do Whatever I Want? – Dealing with Antinomianism
     “If I’m sure am saved forever, then why wouldn’t I go out and live as I please? What will keep me from living like the devil?” 

1. Free From the (Mosaic) Law

     It is true that we are no longer under the “Mosaic Law”, but under grace (Romans 6:14). The Old Covenant was replaced by the New Covenant entirely. Christ is the end [termination] of the Law for righteousness for all who believe (Romans 10:4). The Law was only a temporary tutor, a mere shadow of what was to come, but the substance belongs to Christ, in whom we have been made complete. Christ did what the Law could not, bring righteousness. Believers who attempt to live according to the Law are not pleasing to God,

Hebrews 12:28

“…let us hold fast grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:” (KJV/Sellers translation)

     Because Christ has come there has been “metathesisnomian” “a change of law” (Hebrews 7:12). This does not mean that there is no law at all, for Jesus said, “A new commandment I give you…” (John 13:34). Keeping the His commandments is what is pleasing in God’s sight (1 John 3:22-23).
2. A New Commandment – The Royal Law of Love

     Jesus gave to His disciples “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, (John 13:34) All men are to obey the command to believe in the grace gospel of God,

1 John 3:23a

“This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ,”

John 3:36

“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

     In addition, believers are commanded to “love one another, just as He commanded us.” (1 John 3:23b).

     There is a perfect law, the law of liberty that those who abide by it will be blessed by what he does (James 1:25) and by which his works we will be judged (2:12). If we fulfill the royal law of love we are doing well (2:8). 
3. Profitable Godliness - Godliness is Profitable in this Life and the Life to Come
     Being physical fit provides only a temporary benefit, whereas spiritual godliness profits both temporary and eternal benefits,
1 Timothy 4:7-8
 “…discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness; for bodily discipline is only of little profit, but godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come” 
     No one can earn or profit eternal life, it is a gift given to all simply who believe in Him, in His promise (Romans 3:24; 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-9). On the other hand, godliness is one of the qualities of life that is obtained by applying all diligence in your faith that is both useful and fruitful (See 2 Peter 1:5-11).
Paul Gives Two Powerful Reasons to Pursue Godliness,

a. Profit in this Life

Sin never pays, or does it, “For the wages of sin is death…” (Romans 6:23). 

     Paul tells Titus that, “the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age...” (Titus 2:11-12) Later He tells Titus to instruct “…those who have believed God to be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men.” (Titus 3:8-9)

Jesus said, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10)

b. Profit in the Life to Come

1) Treasure and Life Indeed
     Paul wrote to Timothy about laying hold of eternal rewards, “Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed.” (1 Timothy 6:18-19; 2:3-6, 12, 15)

2) A Crown

     Paul said, “in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:8) In Revelation 4:4 we are told about “twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on their heads”. They represent faithful servants of Christ throughout the church age.
3) A Better Resurrection

     The author of Hebrews spoke about a better resurrection, which is a more abundant experience in the life to come (Hebrews 11:35).

4) Divine Approval

     We ought to desire to have our Master say, “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21). His approval is only for those believers who “rightly handle/divide the Word of truth” and who are effective “workers” for Christ.

5) Co-Ruling

     “If we endure, we will also reign with Him…” (2 Timothy 2:12). The twenty-four elders are also said to be sitting on twenty-four thrones around the throne of God (Revelation4:4). To those who overcome, they are promised to sit down with the LORD on His throne (Revelation 3:21) and authority is given them to rule over the nations (Revelation 2:26).
     Why do we not hear more about this pursuit of godliness in our pulpits today? Wilkins says,

“The simple reason why many people believe that certainty would produce sinful lifestyles is because they don’t believe what God says about godliness and sinfulness. They don’t believe that godliness produces joy and wellness. Nor do they believe that sinfulness produces pain and illness.”

     Paul says in Galatians, “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap [better] eternal life. Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary. So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.” (6:7-10)
     Now, detractors of full assurance say that there is no reason to live godly if one is fully assured. They say, “You can’t just do whatever you want because you can’t be totally sure you will persevere to the end and are saved.”
Doubt is Good!
     So apparently God wants Christians to live their wholes with doubts about their eternally destiny. Doubt and fear is actually a good thing since they motivate people to do their very best to persevere.
Doubt is a Killer

     The fact is doubt and fear leads to discouragement, defeat, and dropout. It deals a death blow to the Christian’s motivation to live godly. It can also alter your view of God as a loving Father, to a demanding tyrant who wants you to twist in the wind of doubt and despair until the day you die.
    Robert Wilkin relates his own personal story,

     “My life did not go down the drain when I became sure of eternal life by faith alone apart from works, and apart from any self-examination. It zoomed when I gave up such thinking…”

     “…the idea that certainty is harmful to one’s spiritual health is not true in my experience, nor in the experience of thousands upon thousands of people I have met. The opposite is true.  Experience shows that certainty produces gratitude which in turn produces godliness.”

C. Examine Yourself!

1. Examine Yourself for Eternal Salvation – “Be Afraid”
“Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves that Jesus Christ is in you? -- unless indeed you are disqualified” (2 Corinthians 13:5) [NKJV].
     God commands Christians to examine themselves. Some say the purpose of self-examination is to give us assurance that we are saved. John MacArthur, “Saved Without A Doubt: How to Be Sure of Your Salvation” (1992). He gives eleven subjective tests to determine your salvation:

1. Have you enjoyed fellowship with Christ and the Father? 

2. Are you sensitive to sin?

3. Do you obey God’s Word?

4. Do you reject this evil world? 

5. Do you eagerly await Christ return?

6. Do you see a decreasing pattern of sin in your life? 

7. Do you love other Christians?

8. Do you experience answered prayer? 

9. Do you experience the ministry of the Holy Spirit?

10. Can you discern between spiritual truth and error? 

11. Have you suffered rejection because of your faith?

     The question needs to be asked then, well, “How much fellowship do you have with Christ?”, or “How sensitive to sin are you?”, or “How well do you obey God’s Word?” and so on and so on. If you answered, “Not so good” or “Not all the time” or “Some of the time” or even “Most of the time” to any of these question, then you will be left with nothing but doubt!
MacArthur seems to contradict Himself when he said this,

“We are lousy at real evaluation. Paul says my own evaluation is as corrupt as the Corinthians. Only God can evaluate. You don’t ever, ever evaluate your own spiritual life. You are in no position to do it. You’re to bias in your own favor. That’s why the focus of the Christian life is not on the Christian life but is on God. You just keep plugged into God and let the evaluation take care of itself. The Bible says when you are going to be a changed person. 2 Corinthians 3:18 says, not to gaze on yourself, but gaze on the glory of the Lord to be changed into His image by the Holy Spirit. Get your focus were it ought to be. Spiritual introspection doesn’t do you any good because you cannot make a proper evaluation. Focus on God and get outside of yourself.”

     Joseph Dillow speaking at the 2010 Grace Evangelical Society’s Conference in Dallas Texas said this on John Calvin and Assurance, 
     “Well, here some so say it. What you would have to do is to examine the evidences of grace in your life. In other words, if you see sufficient evidence that the Holy Spirit has worked through you to manifest certain virtues, or qualities, or fruit in the lives of other people, then you can have confidence that you are in fact born again. John Calvin did not hold this view. In fact they came to John Calvin and said, “John, how do I know whether I am one of the elect?” And he said, “First of all to look inward is sure damnation. In other words to look to the evidences of works in your life will just damn you in terms of your emotional life, because the sensitive conscience will never be satisfied, that he has sufficient evidence to satisfy the claims of conscience and confer to him that in fact of the elect.” So what Calvin said is that, “You look to Christ who is the mirror,” he said, “in which we contemplate are election.” By that he meant when you look externally, objectively at Christ in the beauty of the gospel promise you see the reflection of the elect person staring back at you. Christ is the mirror in which we contemplate our election. In other words, he said “The only way we can find subjective assurance is not to contemplate on the evidences of grace in his life.” Although he did acknowledge that was a secondary confirmation. He said, “Primarily, we have to look externally, objectively or as the writer to the Hebrews might have said it we need to look at the ‘hypostasis’ the title deed, the guarantee of the promises of God recorded in Scripture.”

2. Examine Yourself for the Judgment Seat of Christ – “Be Prepared”
     Now, others say self-examination is for the purpose of preparing us for the Judgment Seat of Christ. Paul refers to the Corinthians as having faith in Christ nine times, despite the fact that they were plagued with divisions, strife, envy, drunkenness, and immorality. Their works certainly did not prove they were saved. The fact is they were behaving just like the unsaved. He referred to them as carnal Christians, and babes in Christ (1 Corinthians 3:1-3). Paul’s appeal for them to live righteously was built upon the assurance that they were already saved. He did not link their assurance to their works, but to their faith in Christ. 
     The phrase “in the faith” can be use in a positional sense. Paul uses the expression, four times in His letters. All four times he uses it to refer to the believer’s experience, not his position,
“stand fast in the faith” (I Corinthians 16:13)

“be sound in the faith” (Titus 1:13)

be “established in the faith” (Colossians 2:7)

     You have to have faith or you have to come to faith and then, you stand in the faith. If you don’t have the faith (positionally) then you will not be asked to stand in it.
     So, Paul is telling the Corinthian believers to examine themselves, not to see if they were saved, but to see if they may be found “adokimos” disapproved or disqualified. Paul himself even feared that he himself might be disapproved by Christ at the Judgment Seat,

“I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified.” (1 Corinthians 9:27)
     Paul did not doubt his salvation. He knew he was saved. He is not referring to doing something that would disqualify his acceptance into heaven. He is talking about being disqualified from service and reward. 
Acceptance and Approval

     “Acceptance and approval are two different things. God accepts all believers solely on the basis of their faith in Christ. Once they come to faith in Christ, they are forever accepted. Approval requires more than faith. It is conditioned upon spiritual maturity and is not a once-for-all event. A believer who is approved today is not guaranteed approval this time next year. Remaining in a state of Christ’s approval is contingent upon being a spiritual believer (1 Corinthians 2:14).”

     Therefore, self-examination of our works is not an eternal salvation issue or even an assurance issue, but an approval issue. It is helpful in determining our walk with Christ, not our walk to Christ. Self-examination is an important discipline that helps us be prepared to receive Christ’s approval, “Well done, good and faithful servant”.

[Part 4 of the audio version is not available at this time]

D. Testing the Fruit - “You will know them by their fruits.” (Matthew 7:16)
1. Testing their Words, not their Works

     There is a common misapplication of Jesus’ words found in “The Sermon on the Mount”. Many apply Matthew 7:16 in order to help answer the question: “How do we know who is a true Christian and who is not, because sometimes its darn’ right hard to tell?” The answer is to put all professing Christians to the fruit test. There are those who say that, “You can know who the true Christians are by their virtuous fruits, that is, their good works”. And by implication it means that, “You can know who the professing Christians are by their lack of virtuous fruits”. The verdict is: “Those who come to Christ and profess to believe, but fail to produce any visible fruit must not be true Christians.” Problem solved.
     But hold on there! In order to understand this passage in this way is to take it totally out of its context. The “them” occurring to verse 15 is narrowed to false prophets, not Christians in general. “You can know false prophets by their fruits”. According to Jesus, false prophets are to be tested by their fruits. However, contrary to popular interpretation this does not mean they are to be tested by their works. According to Matthew 12:33-37, false prophets are to be tested by their words!

"Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit.  You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil. But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the Day of Judgment. For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned."

2. Three Types of Believers - Luke 8:6-15 [From Worst to Best]

     In the Parable of the Sower” Jesus describes four soils that represent the hearts or minds of which the sower, that is “the preacher”, spreads his seed, “the Grace Gospel”. Now, everyone agrees without argument that the first soil represents unbelievers. The remaining three soils represent three types of believers and their growth or lack of growth in the Word.
a. Fruitless Believers (8:13) – The second soil represents believers who believe for only a short time and then stops believing in Jesus because of temptation, affliction and/or persecution. The text says nothing about whether they produced any fruit at all. Warning, your faith may fail you.
b. Mediocre Believers (8:14) – The third soil represents believers who do not fall away, but whose faith preserves to the end. Jesus does not say that they produced no fruit at all, but because the seeds fell among the thorns, the worries, riches, and pleasures of life they do not bring fruit to maturity. They are halfhearted; disappointments; lukewarm Christians. 
c. Fruitful Believers (8:15) – The fourth soul represents believers who preserve in faith with wholehearted service for Christ and bear much fruit in varying degree (Matthew 13:23). “These are the ones who hear the word with an honest and good heart”. The key to being a good soil type of believer is hearing and remaining in the Word of God.

     The fruit of salvation “good works” does not prove that anyone is a true believer. Even unbelievers can and do “good works”. Some have claimed that unbelievers are Christians based on their “fruit”. A bad idea! But it is their words that prove otherwise. If anyone has believed on Jesus and produces fruit it only proves how much of a faithful believer they may be. Wilkin, says,

“We don’t identify Christians by how much fruit they produce. We identify how productive Christians are by how much fruit they produce. There is a big difference between the two.”

Mature Fruit Comes from the Soil of Certainty
     “God does not want you to go through life trying to figure out if you have enough works to get into the kingdom and to prove you are His child. He wants you to be certain you have eternal life solely because you believe in the One who died for you and what He has promised: everlasting life to all who simply believe in Him.”
     God does want us to be concerned about our productivity so that we can please Him and gain the privilege of being Christ’s coheirs. But that presupposes we are certain we have eternal life”

E. Overcoming the Tidal Wave of Fear and Doubt 

     The detractors of full assurance are many, and many of them are found in the “Reformed Faith”, such as R.C. Sproul, a well known author, educator, conference speaker, and radio preacher,

     He and others say that, “faith in Christ is more than simply being convinced Jesus gives eternal life to believers. Saving faith includes commitment and repentance and results in obedience and lifelong perseverance. Since such things are subjective, and since future perseverance is uncertain, certainty is impossible.”

No one can be certain that they are the true professor of the faith.
     “Thus when a person who believes that certainty is not an option reflects on the existence of false professors, he is drowned in a tidal wave of fear and doubt.”
 This is exactly the point he makes in an article in Ligonier’s monthly magazine, Table Talks, where he describes his personal struggles with assurance,
“A while back I had one of those moments of acute self-awareness that we have from time to time, and suddenly the question hit me: “R.C., what if you are not one of the redeemed? What if your destiny is not heaven after all, but hell?” Let me tell you that I was flooded in my body with a chill that went from my head to the bottom of my spine I was terrified.”
     Again this is someone who denies that faith alone in Christ alone is enough. Sproul believes that Christ died only for the elect. And he believes you can’t be sure you are elect until you die. Terror is thus a reasonable emotion. He examined Himself even deeper,
     “I tried to grab hold of myself, I thought, “Well, it’s a good sign that I’m worried about this. Only true Christians really care about salvation.” But then I began to take stock of my life, and I looked at my performance. My sins came pouring into my mind, and the more I looked at myself, the worse I felt. I thought, “Maybe it’s really true. Maybe I’m not saved after all.”

     Many authors today give a number of tests to help you determine if you are truly born again. Sproul here rejects the idea that self-examination or commitment or obedience or anything else can eliminate the fear of hell. He candidly admits such tests cannot produce certainty, [but in fact can cause even more uncertainty.] He acknowledges that our sin trump our commitment and our works… No amount of commitment or works can save us or prove we are saved. Thus he concludes that being uncomfortable is the best option,
     “I went to my room and began to read the Bible. On my knees I said, “Well, here I am. I can’t point my obedience. There’s nothing I can offer, I can only rely on Your atonement for my sins. I can only throw myself on Your mercy.” Even then I knew that some people only flee to the Cross to escape hell, not out of a real turning to God. I could not be sure about my own heart and motivation. Then I remembered John 6:68. Jesus had been giving out hard teaching, and many of His former followers had left Him. When He asked Peter if he was also going to leave, Peter said, “Where else can I go? Only You have the words of eternal life.” In other words, Peter was also uncomfortable, but he realized that being uncomfortable with Jesus was better than any other option.”

     R.C. should have remembered John 6:47, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life,” and all his fears would have vanished. Sproul presumes Peter doubted his salvation, but he was not!  Peter already had eternal life and he was sure of it. Peter wanted to know what to do with that life. How should eternal life be lived?

     One the one hand, Dr. Sproul knows it is of the utmost importance that Christians, especially new Christians, to understand the certainty of their salvation. “Such assurance is a mighty boon to the growth of faith to maturity.”
 On the other hand, he clings to the idea that the presence of works is the indispensable evidence of true faith. And as long as works are the necessary prove of salvation the tidal wave of fear and doubt will shortly following; terrorized by the lack of full assurance. 

F.  One Factor, One Test, One Way - Jesus

     “There is only one test for assurance. Was Jesus telling the truth when he promised, “He who believes in Me has eternal life” (John 6:47)?” If you believe He was, then you know you have eternal life. And you have the full assurance of salvation from the penalty of sin, without a doubt. “Assurance is all about Jesus and His works and not all about us and our works.”

There is but One Factor, One Test, and One Way. His Name is Jesus.
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